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A record of Pale-legged Hornero

Furnarius leucopus from Ecuador

by Niels Krabbe

Received 8 August 2003

On 2 February 2002. during field work on the eastern slope of the Cordillera de

Cutucu in Morona- Santiago Province, south-east Ecuador, along a small tnbutary

of the rio Morona. near Unnsuantz <02
C
33"S. 77°54'W, elevation 525 mi. I collected

a specimen of Pale-legged Hornero Furnarius leucopus. The specimen is now

housed in the Museo Ecuatoriano de Ciencias Naturales. Quito (MECN 7647

There is no published specimen record of the species from Ecuador and north of

the rio Maranon in Peru, but J. V. Remsen. Louisiana State University, Museum of
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Zoology (LSUMZ), kindly placed at my disposal the previously unpublished data

of a series of six Peruvian specimens collected during expeditions by LSUMZ in

dpto. Amazonas in 1978-1981, all of the widespread form tricolor. Two of these

were collected along the no Cenepa (near Huampami, 04°28'S, 78°10'W, 200 m),

and four along the no Santiago (Caterpiza. 03°50'S, 77°40'W, 200 m), suggesting

that the species might also occur in the ornithologically unexplored Ecuadorian

territory along these rivers. Field work in seemingly suitable habitat along the rib

Pastaza (Kapawi, Isla Sharamentsa) in Ecuador, by myself and others, has failed to

demonstrate the presence of this easily detectable species, suggesting that its

Ecuadorian distribution is genuinely limited to the rivers further west.

Although the Ecuadorian specimen has not been subspecifically allocated

through direct comparison, it is undoubtedly referable to tricolor like the Peruvian

specimens taken nearby.

Address: Zoological Museum. University of Copenhagen. Universitetsparken 15. Copenhagen. 2100

Denmark, e-mail: NKKrabbe@zmuc.ku.dk
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A Syrian record: the case of Aharoni's

Thick-billed Larks Ramphocoris clotbey

by Guy M. Kirwan

Received 13 August 2003

Thick-billed Lark Ramphocoris clotbey is the sole representative of an attractive

genus restricted to the Western Palearctic, where it breeds discontinuously. sparsely

and, in some areas, erratically, from Morocco across North Africa to Jordan, north-

central Saudi Arabia and, more irregularly, Kuwait (Snow & Perrins 1998). It was

also mentioned for the 'Syrian desert' by Vaurie (1959) where, as detailed by

Kumerloeve (1969a). two pairs were found in 1930 and, in 1931, a pair with four

eggs. This information was repeated by Cramp (1988), but subsequently Baumgart

(1995) considered that the records could not certainly be stated to have been made

in modern-day Syria, and regarded the species* occurrence in the latter country as

unproven. Snow & Perrins (1998) added similar clarification; it might also be

remarked that as early as 1970 Hue & Etchecopar had questioned whether these

records might definitely be considered as being from the Syrian Arab Republic.

Given the species' somewhat nomadic tendencies, it is perhaps surprising that

Thick-billed Lark has apparently wandered so infrequently beyond its main range:

there are several records from the Eastern Province of Saudi Arabia (Bundy et al.

1989), a single mention for the former South Yemen (Hollom et al. 1988). at an

unknown location on 11 March 1962 (Wan unpubl. ms.). which was not included

by Martins et al. (1996), an accepted record, in April 1999, in Oman (Eriksen &


